
PRIVATE PILOT COURSE
AIRPORT OPERATIONS



ICAO AIRPORT CODES

ICAO - KRNT
FAA - RNT



TOWERED AIRPORTS



UNCONTROLLED AIRPORTS



AIRPORT FACILITY DIRECTORY (A/FD)



COMMERCIAL SOURCES



NOTICES TO AIRMEN (NOTAM)  Search



TEMPORARY FLIGHT RESTRICTIONS (TFRs)



AIRPORT SIGNS & MARKINGS



AIRPORT SIGNS REVIEW



AIRPORT MARKINGS REVIEW



AIRPORT HOT SPOTS



AIRPORT LIGHTING



AIRPORT LIGHTING REVIEW

Threshold Lights 
(Green)

Runway Edge Lights 
(White)

Runway Centerline Lights 
(White)

Runway Edge Lights – Last 2000’ or 
Half (Amber)

Runway End Lights (Red)

Taxiway Lights (Blue)



AIRPORT LIGHTING REVIEW



RUNWAY GLIDEPATH LIGHTING

VASI

PAPI



OBSTRUCTION LIGHTING



AIRCRAFT LIGHTING



WIND DIRECTION INDICATORS



SEGMENTED CIRCLE



FLIGHT CONTROLS DURING TAXI



TRAFFIC PATTERNS



COLLISION AVOIDANCE



NOISE ABATEMENT PROCEDURES



LAND AND HOLD SHORT (LAHSO)



WAKE TURBULENCE



AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL

Ground
Tower
Approach
Center



RADAR SERVICES



ADS-B / TRANSPONDER



COMMUNICATION TIPS

• Think before you speak
• Listen for other traffic / ATC
• Be concise
• Use proper phraseology
• If you get stuck, let go.



ATIS

Renton Tower information Bravo one three five 
five Zulu weather. Wind three zero zero at eight, 
visibility five. Five hundred few, one thousand 
two hundred scattered, ceiling three thousand 
overcast, temperature one five, dew-point eight. 
Altimeter two niner eight seven. IFR approach is 
GPS or visual, runway three four in use. VFR 
aircraft say direction of flight. Advise controller 
on initial contact that you have Bravo.



COMMUNICATIONS - CONTROLLED AIRPORT

Who you’re calling:  “Renton Ground”
Who you are              “Cessna N6012U”
Where you are:         “At the Rainier Ramp”
What you’re doing:  “Taxi for Lake Youngs    

departure”
ATIS (if initial call):     “With information 

Bravo”



COMMUNICATIONS - UNCONTROLLED 
AIRPORT

Who you’re calling: “Bremerton 
Traffic”
Who you are:            “Cessna 
N639SP”
Where you are:        “On left 
downwind”
What you’re doing: “For touch and 
go’s on Runway 19”

1 – Initial call ~10 miles from airport
2 – Entering 45 in traffic pattern
3 – Downwind
4 – Base
5 – Final

1

2

3

45



LOST COMMUNICATIONS



EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Pan, Pan, Pan
Mayday, Mayday
Declaring an Emergency:

• Name of station 
addressed

• Aircraft identification and 
type

• Present position and 
heading

• Altitude
• Nature of emergency
• Pilots intentions and 

request


